
The Choze (Seer) of Lublin 
 
During his stay in Lublin, the Chozeh was opposed by a big rabbi, the 
Gaon - Rabbi Ezriel Halevi Horowitz. Because of his great sharpness 
in learning, he was called "the Head of Iron".  He used to go to the 
Chozeh of Lublin and bombard him with questions, with the 
complaint that he knew that the Chozeh wasn't really a Rebbe, and 
even so he grouped after him a congregation to follow in his 
customs. The Chozeh once replied to him that it wasn't really his 
fault. The people used to follow after him on their own. The Gaon 
said to him: "On the following Shabbat, publicize before the 
congregation that you aren't a Rebbe, and then they will stop 
following after you." The Chozeh liked the Gaon's advise. On the 
coming Shabbat, he lowered himself with a broken spirit before the 
congregation of Chassidim, and told them how worthless he really 
was. However, the words of the Chozeh inflamed the Chassidim to 
bring about in themselves the aspect of humbleness, and they 
attached themselves to the Rebbe even more than before. When 

the Rebbe and the Gaon met again, the Chozeh told the Gaon how he did as he was advised, but it 
didn't bring about anything. The Gaon replied: "Now I see why, the way of Chassidim is to love 
humbleness and to stay away from haughtiness, therefore tell them of the great respect they should 
give you, for you are a true Tzaddik. Then they will leave you. The Chozeh replied to him: "In truth I'm 
not a Rebbe, but I'm also not a liar. How will I be able to say that I'm a true Tzaddik? 
Before Rabbi Ezriel died, he regretted opposing the Chozeh, and not getting to know him better. 
 


