
Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk 
 

Rebbe Yechezkel of Kozmir related in the name of his Rebbe, Reb Shmuel of 
Korov, that once on a Friday Rebbe Elimelech did not say the customary 
Tachanun prayers which are usually omitted only for a joyous occasion. His 
Chassidim were dumbfounded. While they were wondering about the reason 
for this aberration, a poor man walked into the beis midrash and asked the 
Rebbe to help him marry off his daughter, who was in her thirties and still 
unmarried due to his great poverty and inability to provide even a modest 
dowry. 

  
There was a terrible plague rampant in those parts at the time, and there is a well-known segulah 
(remedy) against plagues to help marry off orphans. Rebbe Elimelech quickly arranged a match for 
the poor man’s daughter with the baker’s assistant, who was an orphan. [According to another 
version, he was a water carrier.] The Rebbe signed the tena’im (marriage conditions) right then and 
there and urged them both to appear that night; they would wed right away and he would attend 
their wedding. 
  
The Rebbe went himself to two tailors and commanded each of them to make haste and prepare 
clothing for the bride and groom. The preparations commenced, and before nightfall the two were 
wed joyously. 
  
Now the disciples understood why the Rebbe had skipped the Tachanun prayers! 
  
The Koznitzer Maggid played the violin, and the Chozeh of Lublin acted as badchan (comedian) to 
bring joy to the bride and groom and entertain the guests with the rhyming prose known as 
grammen. Rebbe Elimelech said to Rebbe Shmuel of Korov, “Come, let us go to sheva berachos 
(seven blessings after the wedding) !” When they arrived at the wedding, just in time for the sheva 
berachos and bentching (say thanks for the food), the Chozeh of Lublin was in the midst of his 
grammen and the guests were dancing and merrymaking to fulfill the mitzvah to make the bride and 
groom happy. Reb Melech turned to Reb Shmuel and said, “Do you see the angels who have come 
from Heaven to dance with us? Do you see the fire encircling the dancers?” 
  
Reb Shmuel shook his head. He did not see any such thing. The Rebbe took a handkerchief and 
rubbed Reb Shmuel’s eyes with it — and then he saw the fire! 
  
Rebbe Elimelech soon joined in the dancing and he danced for more than an hour. When he finished 
dancing, Rebbe Elimelech decided to uplift the spirits of the chasan and kallah with a grammen. He 
used a gematria and said: “The words chesed and emes, kindness and truth, are numerically equal to 
chasan and kallah!” Then he prayed. “Ribbono shel Olam! Master of the universe! As a reward for 
our dancing, which we did to fulfill Your mitzvos, we should merit that You extinguish at least one 
fiery coal that was prepared for us in Gehinnom!” (Based on Ohel Elimelech 127 and 153) 
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