
Reb Kalonymus Kalman Epstein van Krakow 
 
Reb Kalmish was one of the foremost disciples of the great Chasidic Rebbe, Reb 
Elimelech of Lizhensk who recognized Reb Kalmish’s extraordinary aptitude, uncanny 
abilities and extreme piety. Rebbe Elimelech sent Reb Kalmish to assume the mantle 
of Chassidic leadership of the great city of Krakow. 
 
Upon his initial arrival in Krakow, Reb Kalmish was met with great opposition by the 
“Misnagdim” (opponents of the Chassidic movement) and suffered greatly from 
them. However, over time even Reb Kalmish’s fiercest enemies and detractors 
recognized his prodigious greatness. Rumors began to spread throughout the region 
of western Galicia about the great and holy Rabbi Kalmish of Krakow who came to be 
known as an extraordinarily great and G-dly Mekubal (holy leader and miracle 
worker). Jews from far and wide came to him in herds like sheep in a flock, to hear 
the profound words of Torah from his mouth, for his guidance and for his blessings. 
Over the years Rabbi Kalmish succeeded in propagating Chassidus throughout 
Western Galicia. Indeed, during one visit to Lizhensk prior to the death of his 
beloved Rebbe Elimelech, the “Rebbe” removed his “Atara” in the presence of all of 
his students and placed it on Rebbe Kalmish’s shoulder and requested that Rabbi 
Kalmish assume the mantel of leadership of the city of Lizhensk. Although aware of 
his own greatness, as with many great men throughout history, Rebbe Kalmish in his 
modesty did not feel worthy of taking over for Rebbe Elimelech and gracefully 
declined. 
 
Many great Chassidic leaders have referred to his monumental Sefer, the Maor 
Vashemesh, as the “Shulchan Aruch of Chassidus.” 
 
When Reb Kalmish, was but a young child, Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev visited his 
town. The young boy hid beneath the Berditchever’s tallis as children do, to see 
what the Rebbe was doing as he prayed. The manner and conduct of the tzadik left 
such an impression on Reb Kalmish, that from that point on a holy fire burned within 
him! 
 
When Reb Kalmish grew up he became a well-known talmid of the Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech of Lizhensk. Reb Elimelech once met the Berditchever in Reb Kalmish’s 
company. Reb Elimelech prided himself on having such an illustrious and holy person 
as one of his own students. The Berditchever took a good look at the Mechaber 
(author) of Maor VaShemesh. He then recognized on his face, that the Rav standing 
before him was that same boy from years ago. “No, no,” said the Berditchever to 
Rav Elimelech, “this is one of mine! When he was but a five-year-old and he hid 
under my tallis, the holiness and sanctity already left its mark until he reached his 
current level and stature” (Avodas Levi, page 98). 



 


